Parastrachiidae, for a long time regarded as a subfamily within the Cydnidae (e.g., Schaefer et al. 1988; Schuh and Slater 1995; Gapud 1991), was raised to family level by Sweet and Schaefer (2002) Until not long ago, this taxon (despite its taxonomic, subfamilial or familial, level) included only a single genus, namely Parastrachia Scott, with two species, i.e., P. japonensis (Scott), and P. nagaensis Distant. Recently, a study on the spermathecae of the Cydnidae sensu lato and its related families (Pluot-Sigwalt and Lis 2008) showed that the spermatheca of Parastrachia japonensis is very similar to that of Dismegistus sanguineus de Geer. A close relationship of these genera was also confirmed by results of studies based on their DNA sequences (Grazia et al. 2008).
